Briefing Note West & Middle Chinnock Precept 2026/27 
To the Chair and Councillors, West & Middle Chinnock Parish Council 
29.01.2026
1.	Summary  
At the December 2025 Parish Council meeting, it was agreed to delay 26/27 Precept setting pending clarification of Somerset Council's Council tax base calculations and anticipated costs, which had not been confirmed. 
Minute: 25/1397 Finance: 26/27 Budget Review: A discussion took place. It was agreed to delay the budget review and precept meeting until January 2026, when further information is anticipated from Somerset Council regarding the Council tax base, election costs, and tree survey costs for the recreation ground. Resolved, All in Favour.
Budget Review 25
Having reviewed the 2025/26, the Clerk explained that Income had been in line with projections, except for a CIL payment relating to planning application 22/01152/FUL Eastfield Lodge, Eastfield Lane, Middle Chinnock. This payment of £2119.66 will be ringfenced for capital community development. (Subject to confirmation of CIL revised statutory requirements.)
Expenditure is expected to be £7k lower than originally anticipated. This is due to projected underspend in key areas, including the clerk's salary, salt, maintenance, GDPR, Assertion 10, waste bins emptying, signage and asset management.
The Clerk reported that the £7K ringfenced monies had not been spent.
2.	Factors impacting decision-making

The financial stability of Somerset Council is still questionable. 

A further reduction in key officers and services has and continues to directly impact the Parish Council's ability to either commission or deliver services. This has had a major impact on roads, drainage, planning and flooding. i.e Scott’s Way, Fortunes Well and Smiths Hill.

The legality of some of the devolution proposals continues to be questioned, the latest being the allocation of Election costs to Parish Councils.

Parish Councils have questioned the statutory responsibility of Somerset Council to provide key services, and these investigations are ongoing.

3.	Calculation

The Parish Council asked the Clerk to review the current finances to prevent a rise in the precept in 2026/27 in light of already rising costs in the basic cost of living for residents and in light of the anticipated rise in Council Tax. The proposed precept achieves a small reduction in band D of 2.15%.    (£80.93pa, down to £79.19pa - £1.74).


3.	Conclusion

The recommendation from last year, which relates to financial uncertainty, still stands.  “In situations where there is financial uncertainty, Parish Councils should ensure a General Reserve equivalent of 12 months' precept”. 

The 26-27 budget has the recommended 12-month cash reserve level plus a further £9,820. 

This would allow for any further major unexpected devolution of services, which the PC may have to take on due to the lack of progress by various departments at Somerset Council.

It will also allow for additional investment into community infrastructure and services, which may be required due to the continued lack of infrastructure maintenance in Somerset Council, such as roads, flooding and statutory maintenance.

The funding will also support some of the plans under consultation by Somerset Council to deliver community resilience and independence through community projects and revised boundaries, as well as statutory compliance requirements, including training related to Assertion 10.
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Clerk
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